
 

2023 Selection Committee 

Apparo 

Jennifer Ray, Technology Advisor 

Business North Carolina 

Ben Kinney, Publisher 

Council for Entrepreneurial Development 

(CED) 

Hunter Young, Head of Capital 

NEW (Network for Entrepreneurs in 

Wilmington) 

Jim Roberts, Founder 

Piedmont Triangle Partnership 

Penny Whiteheart, Executive Vice President 

RIoT 

Rachael Newberry, Program Director 

UNCW Center for Innovation & 

Entrepreneursphip 

Heather McWhorter, Director 

 Wake County Economic Development 

Ashley Cagle, VP, Economic Development 

Wilmington Chamber of Commerce 

Josh Hallingse, VP, Small Business 

Development + Business Retention 

Winston Salem Chamber of Commerce 

Clay Johnson, Director of Entrepreneurial 

Initiatives 

__________________________ 

Learn More 

nctech.org/awardsgala 
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